Minutes	Farmington City Council	October 6, 2025

[image: A picture containing logo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]				City Council Meeting
				7:00 p.m., October 6, 2025
				23600 Liberty Street
				Farmington, MI 48335

                                      
___________________________________________________________________________

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

A meeting of the Farmington City Council was held on October 6, 2025, at 23600 Liberty Street, Farmington, Michigan. Notice of the meeting was posted in compliance with Public Act 267-1976. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:02 PM by Mayor LaRussa.   

1.	ROLL CALL

	Attendee Name
	Title
	Status
	Arrived

	Johnna Balk
	Mayor Pro-Tem
	Present
	

	Joe LaRussa
	Mayor 
	Present
	

	Kevin Parkins
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Steve Schneemann
	Councilmember
	Present
	

	Maria Taylor
	Councilmember
	Present
	



City Administration Present: 
City Manager, David Murphy 
City Clerk, Meaghan Bachman
Assistant City Manager, Chris Weber 
Public Safety Director, Bob Houhanisin
City Treasurer, Jaime Pohlman 
DPW Superintendent, Josh Leach 
City Attorney, Beth Saarela
Farmers Market Director, Walt Gajewski

2.	Public Comment 

No members of the public spoke. 

[bookmark: _Hlk211417692]3.	Approval of the Consent Agenda  

Motion by Balk
Seconded by Taylor

Resolved, move to approve the consent agenda as presented. 

a) Special Event: Power Middle School Band Concert
b) Resignation from Farmington/Farmington Hills Commission on Children Youth and Families
c) Consideration to appoint Heather Davies to the Master Plan, and Parks and Recreation Master Plan Steering Committee

Motion carried unanimously 5-0

4.	Approval of the Agenda  

Motion by Balk
Seconded by Parkins

Resolved, move to approve the agenda as presented. 

Motion carried unanimously 5-0

5.	Presentation/Public Hearings

a) Food Waste Recycling: RRRASOC Manager Mike Csapo
b) Diversified Community Investment Fund, Chris Miller

Mike Csapo from RRRASOC presented a proposal for a food waste recycling program at the Farmington Pavilion. The program would involve placing four food waste collection carts near the existing recycling carts. The collected food waste would be taken to a composting facility in Wixom. ‎‎Rob Harper from My Green Michigan explained their experience with similar programs in other communities, particularly at the Royal Oak Farmer's Market, where they started with one bin and now have fourteen. The following motion was made: 

Motion by Taylor
Seconded by Parkins

Resolved, move to approve the request from RRRASOC and My Green Michigan to initiate a food scrap collection pilot program at the Sunquist Pavilion.

Roll Call Vote:
Yeas: Balk, LaRussa, Parkins, Schneemann, Taylor 
Nays: None

Motion carried unanimously 5-0

Chris Miller presented information about diversified community investment funds, which are pooled investment vehicles that allow community members to invest in local projects and businesses. These funds can help fill gaps in financing for community development projects.

6.	NEW BUSINESS

	6-A Discussion: EGLE Sanitary Sewer Report 

Josh Leach presented findings from EGLE Engineers' sanitary survey of the city's water system. The only deficiency found was the lack of a residential cross-connection control program. HydroCorp proposed implementing this program at a cost of approximately $30,000 per year. It was discussed how the project would be funded. No action was taken at this time. 
[bookmark: _Hlk211423804]
	6-B Request to approve the purchase of one DJI Matrice Drone. 

[bookmark: _Hlk211438260]Motion by Balk
Seconded by Taylor 

Resolved, move to approve the purchase of one (1) DJI Matrice 30T Complete Kit from Drone Nerds in the amount of $15,440.00; This project was funded through the budgeting process and by a donation from the Crossing Church of Farmington.

Roll Call Vote:
Yeas: LaRussa, Parkins, Schneemann, Taylor, Balk
Nays: None

Motion carried unanimously 5-0

7.	Other Business

City Manager David Murphy asked for the city offices to close on Friday, December 26, 2025, which is the day after Christmas. This will be in lieu of the employee appreciate celebration. Mr. Murphy will gather letters of understanding from the unions. Council agreed.  

Manager Murphy asked for availability for the joint meeting with the planning commission and the ZBA. A date had not been established. 

Councilmember Schneemann gave an update on the Warner Mansion Project. He noted a meeting with OHM Engineers on shared drawings and 3D imagery – they are working on a proposal. City Manager Murphy added that the estate sale company is ready to go back and help with the contents of the mansion. 

Mayor LaRussa presented the MML Foundation Grant Agreement. This grant was awarded to help subsidize the cost of the Vacri, Italy visit in the amount of $6,625. Mayor LaRussa spoke of the planned activities and asked Council for their approval. The following motion was made: 

Motion by Balk
Seconded by Taylor 

Resolved, move to accept the MML Foundation Grant Agreement as presented. 

Roll Call Vote:
Yeas: Parkins, Schneemann, Taylor, Balk, LaRussa
Nays: None

Motion carried unanimously 5-0




Mayor LaRussa noted there is $7 million available in unused SEMCOG TAP funds, with $2 million to be distributed in fiscal year 2026 and $5 million in fiscal year 2027. He encouraged council members to consider shovel-ready projects that could qualify for this funding. 

8.	Public Comment 

	No members of the public spoke. 


9.	City Council Comments 

Councilmember Balk spoke of the artwork program at City Hall. She noted 44 pieces of art will be placed on October 19, 2025 at City Hall. 

Councilmember Taylor spoke of the available SEMCOG funds and expressed interest in pedestrian safety improvements.  She noted the Pathways Committee is working on many of the safety improvements with their planning. 

Mayor LaRussa He further reported that according to the state budget, Farmington will lose $58,000 in constitutional revenue sharing, offset by $5,000 in public safety money. However, the city will receive about $430,000 in additional road funding.
	

10.	Adjournment

	Motion by Balk
	Seconded by Schneemann

[bookmark: _Hlk155776510]Resolved, move to adjourn the meeting at 8:19 PM.

Motion carried unanimously 4-0




________________________________
Joe LaRussa, Mayor  	


	
Meaghan K. Bachman, City Clerk	
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