
 Regular City Council Meeting
7:00 PM, MONDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2012

City Council Chambers
23600 Liberty Street

Farmington, MI  48335

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA

City of Farmington Page 1 Updated 12/14/2012 12:30 PM 

1. CALL TO ORDER

Roll Call

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. APPROVAL OF ITEMS ON CONSENT AGENDA

A. City Council - Special Study Session - Nov 5, 2012 7:00 PM

B. City Council - Special - Nov 19, 2012 6:00 PM

C. City Council - Regular - Nov 19, 2012 7:00 PM

D. City Council - Special Study Session - Dec 3, 2012 7:00 PM

E. Approve Farmington Monthly Payments Report, November 2012

F. Approve Farmington Public Safety Monthly Report, November 2012

G. Consideration to Review Michigan Municipal League Membership

H. Consideration to Approve Michigan Suburbs Alliance Annual Membership

4. APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA

5. PUBLIC COMMENT

6. PRESENTATION/PUBLIC HEARINGS

A. Public Hearing Grove Street Improvement Special Assessment District

7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A. Consideration to Adopt Resolution #3 for Grove Street Improvement Special 
Assessment District

B. Consideration to Adopt Ordinance C-767-2012 Amending the Zoning Code to 
Allow for the Keeping of Horses

C. Consideration to Adopt Resolution Accepting Proposal from Orchard Hiltz & 
McCliment (OHM) to Conduct Community Visioning Program

8. NEW BUSINESS



Agenda Farmington City Council December 17, 2012

City of Farmington Page 2 Updated 12/14/2012 12:30 PM 

A. Consideration to Introduce Ordinance C-768-2012 Amending Chapter 5 of the 
City Code Regarding the Definition of Livestock

B. Consideration to Accept EVIP Grant for Information Technology  Services with 
the City of Farmington Hills

C. Consideration to Advance Funds to the Downtown Development Authority to 
Purchase Property

D. Board and Committee Appointments

9. DEPARTMENT HEAD COMMENTS

10. COUNCIL COMMENT

11. ADJOURNMENT



 Special Study Session City Council Meeting
7:00 PM, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2012

Conference Room A
Farmington City Hall

23600 Liberty St
Farmington, MI  48335

DRAFT

SPECIAL STUDY SESSION MEETING MINUTES

City of Farmington Page 1 Updated 12/10/2012 1:00 PM 

A Special Study Session meeting of the Farmington City Council was held on November 5, 
2012, in Conference Room A, Farmington City Hall, Farmington, MI. Notice of the meeting 
was posted in compliance with Public Act 267-1976. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Buck.

1. ROLL CALL

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived
J.T. Buck Mayor Present
Greg Cowley Councilmember Present
William Galvin Mayor Pro Tem Present
Kristin Kuiken Councilmember Present
JoAnne McShane Councilmember Present

City Administration Present

Recording Secretary Murphy
City Manager Pastue
Treasurer Weber

2. APPROVAL OF  AGENDA

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember
SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
AYES: Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane

3. PRESENTATION-FISCAL YEAR 2011-12 FINANCIAL REPORT, PLANTE MORAN

Plante Moran Representatives Present:  Dave Helisek, Partner in Charge of Audit,  Kari 
Shea, Audit Manager,  and Justin Kolbow, Auditor in Charge 

Dave Helisek discussed the audit process and a subsequent meeting with City 
Administration to ensure the audited financial statement fairly and accurately 
represented City  activity for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2012. 

Kari Shea provided a power point presentation on the results of the audit.  She stated 
approximately $494,000 was added to the General Fund balance.   She noted revenues 
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Minutes Farmington City Council November 5, 2012

City of Farmington Page 2 Updated 12/10/2012 1:00 PM 

were up due to an extra MMRMA distribution of $100,000; and items that were 
budgeted, but not implemented, including IT purchase and sidewalk projects.
  
Shea indicated the City ended the year with a $2.8 million General Fund balance of 
which $1.9 million was unassigned. 
 
Shea stated there was a slight uptick of $57,000 in property tax revenue, however, there 
was an overall decline in taxable value of about 8 percent.  The increased millage 
helped to offset this decline.

Shea noted a decline in Federal grants and a slight decrease  in expenditures from last 
year.  She further noted a slight increase in state shared revenue.

Shea stated the Theater and  Water and Sewer funds showed a slight increase.  She 
noted the rate changes were responsible for improvement in the fund cash flow.

Helisek noted the City strives to be consistent and predictable in the fund balance, as 
well as  individual and governmental fund revenues.  He pointed out property tax 
revenue was up for one reason only, the millage increase.  He stated statutory revenue 
sharing was up, but warned it could be reduced again at any time.  He also stated that 
property taxes will be discussed again in the coming year and will have a significant 
impact on the City.

Helisek indicated the City does a good job funding Other Post-Employment Benefit 
costs (OPEB), but  warned this continues to be a growing liability of which the City is 
well aware. 

Cowley inquired about the unfunded pension liabilities of other cities. Helisek responded 
most cities would like to fund the entire amount, but Farmington coming in at 68% 
funded is in the top 10 or 15 percent of communities he is familiar with.  He indicated 
Farmington is doing a better job of funding this liability than most.
 
Cowley noted the report shows the City has an unfunded balance of $22.9 million.  
Helisek explained that up until two or three years ago there was no requirement to set 
monies aside for this liability so everyone is playing catch-up.

Cowley stated that pursuant to GASB 68 the balance sheet in 2015 will reflect that 
outstanding liability.  Helisek responded the pension liability will be recorded and the 
OPEB number probably three years after that. 

Cowley then asked how the bond rating will be affected. Helisek responded that is a 
tough question to answer as to whether funding  by “x” percentage would raise or lower 
a bond rating because that information is not available.

Further discussion was held on this subject.

Mayor Buck inquired as to what other communities were doing to address unfunded 
liabilities.  Helisek responded that they are trying to determine what is driving the 
numbers so high.  Communities are looking at their benefit plans and trying to 
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Minutes Farmington City Council November 5, 2012

City of Farmington Page 3 Updated 12/10/2012 1:00 PM 

determine if the same level of coverage can be provided at a reduced cost.  Benefit 
coverage is dependent on the different bargaining units involved.

Responding to a question from McShane, Helisek stated he is unaware of any 
assistance coming from the State. 

Kuiken asked how the 9% decline in taxable value in Farmington compares with other 
communities. Helisek responded that in comparison to Wayne County, the 9% looks 
good.  He did not have available information on other Oakland County communities. 

Shea pointed out property values were starting to stabilize a little bit.  Treasurer Weber 
indicated that things are picking up west of the 275 Interstate.  He stated they  are 
starting to see some increase in taxable value, but will be limited by Proposal A. 

Further discussion was held on this subject.

Galvin asked if the OPEB liability was increasing or decreasing. Helisek responded it 
had increased this past year by $252,000.  He stated the liability reported under current 
GAAP rules is the difference between  the actuarial required contribution  versus what 
was actually contributed.  He noted in the financial report the unfunded liability 
increased from 10.9 million in June 2008 to 22.9 million in June 2011 .

Cowley pointed out the increase was 19 percent.  Buck commented the City would see 
the impact of those changes this fiscal year.

Galvin inquired about the lack of funding in the Capital Improvement Fund (CIF).

Pastue stated  $200,000 was moved from CIF to the Civic Theater fund to pay off that 
debt.  He further stated that over the last couple of years the CIF was used to pay debt.  
He advised the CIF is slated for repayment of debt, park improvements, sidewalks, and 
special projects related to buildings and grounds.  

Galvin pointed out the CIF is critical to a healthy, long term community.  He would like to 
see that fund get back on track at some point in the near future.

Discussion followed regarding the structure of the State Economic Vitality Incentive 
Program (EVIP) and the likelihood of shared services always being a component.

McShane indicated that the City should be proactive in terms of lobbying and sending 
resolutions to the governor and legislature letting them know the State cannot balance 
the budget on the backs of local government. 

Buck inquired if Helisek was aware of any local governments that are protesting EVIP 
as an unfunded mandate. Helisek responded in the negative.

Responding to a question from Galvin, Shea stated the millage increase added 
$590,000 to revenues.

Responding to an additional question from Galvin, Pastue stated that without the 
millage increase the property tax revenues would have been approximately $3.8 million. 
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Minutes Farmington City Council November 5, 2012
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Helisek stated that the way in which the Personal Property Tax Act is written and 
interpreted, uncapping the sales of homes has a negative impact.

Responding to a question from McShane, Helisek stated he has seen some local 
governments dissolve tax increment financing (TIF), but none that have taken it back.  
He said some communities have the ability to share TIF, so they are only capturing “X” 
percentage of it.

Kuiken inquired about the Personal Property Tax and the MML and discussion followed.

Galvin asked Helisek how other communities are addressing the Capital Improvement 
Fund issue.  Helisek responded that communities usually go one of two ways: a Capital 
Projects Fund or Improvement Fund; some communities set up an Internal Service 
Fund for Motor Pool which places all vehicle assets in a fund and charges the individual 
units for use.

Pastue indicated he and Weber have had discussions on same.

Helisek stated as far as an unqualified opinion from Plante Moran, there was really 
nothing in the way of weaknesses or deficiencies in the City's reporting system and 
congratulated Chris, Amy and Vince for their collection and reporting of information.

Pastue stated  there is much more discussion needed other than the current financial 
snapshot of the City. He pointed out the changes in 2009/2010 were made in order to 
survive the following three years which is where the City is presently.  He noted the City 
has experienced a 30% drop in taxable value and must position itself for the long term.  
He thanked the Plante Moran staff for being a pleasure to work with.

Weber commented that from a short term perspective this was a good year for the City.  
The fund balances increased in the General Fund, Road Fund, Water and Sewer Fund, 
and Civic Theater Fund.  He noted difficult decisions will have to be made with regard to 
retiree health care and capital funding.  He thanked not only Amy, City Controller, but 
the wonderful staff in the Treasurer’s office.

Cowley inquired if Weber had thought about how to post DDA event revenues in 
upcoming fiscal year.  Pastue responded event revenues will still be posted to the DDA 
for the time being.

McShane thanked Chris and Amy and their entire department for their efforts throughout 
the year which is reflected in the 25% fund balance.  She noted the City is in sound 
financial position with adequate cash reserves.  She complimented Pastue and staff for 
the good job they do.

Buck thanked the Plante Moran team for their hard work.

4. CONSIDERATION TO ADOPT RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR REGIONAL TRANSIT 
AUTHORITY
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Minutes Farmington City Council November 5, 2012
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A. 11-12-196:  Consideration to Adopt Resolution of Support for Regional Transit 

Authority

Pastue stated that the Regional Transportation Authority (RTA) resolution that will be 
submitted to the Legislature had been changed to reflect broader involvement with 
Farmington.

Mayor Buck commented that it is his perception and that of others that Farmington is 
not fully included in the proposed solution for Southeast Michigan.  He would like more 
specifics relating to Farmington included in the resolution. 

Kuiken commmented on the importance of a Regional Transit Authority in attracting 
people to the area.

Mayor Buck stated the benefits of a widespread  bus transportation system that is more 
than a rail down Woodward Avenue.

McShane stated Farmington should be more proactive and unite with Suburban Alliance 
and smaller cities to encourage participation in the RTA.

Further discussion was held on the subject.

Pastue stated that he would present the resolution brought forth at last week’s Council 
meeting incorporating the two revisions for Council to adopt.

Move to adopt a Regional Transportation Authority resolution as amended, 
adding two revisions that address expansion and comprehensiveness of the 
system for Farmington and surrounding municipalities.  [SEE ATTACHED 
RESOLUTION].

The votes were taken in the following order: Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane, Buck.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember
SECONDER: Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember
AYES: Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane

5. CONSIDERATION TO ADOPT DRAKESHIRE SPECIAL ASSESSMENT BOND 
AUTHORIZATION RESOLUTION

A. 11-12-197:  Consideration to Adopt Drakeshire Special Assessment Bond 

Authorization Resolution

Pastue discussed the provisions of the proposed Drakeshire Special Assessment Bond 
Authorization Resolution.

McShane commented that she initially struggled with parts of the proposed special 
assessment due to fiduciary responsibilities.  However, after further discussion with 

3.A

Packet Pg. 7

M
in

u
te

s 
A

cc
ep

ta
n

ce
: 

M
in

u
te

s 
o

f 
N

o
v 

5,
 2

01
2 

7:
00

 P
M

  (
A

P
P

R
O

V
A

L
 O

F
 IT

E
M

S
 O

N
 C

O
N

S
E

N
T

 A
G

E
N

D
A

)



Minutes Farmington City Council November 5, 2012
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Pastue, she recognizes the City’s interests are being both served and protected which 
is important. She noted the public should be well aware this is not a loan, but a special 
assessment with very little risk involved.

Galvin indicated initial hesitation in moving forward with this project, but due to the 
Planning Commission’s involvement and approval of the façade improvements, he felt 
comfortable with it.

Kuiken discussed the Planning Commission’s role in approving the facade 
improvements.

Galvin stated the presentation by the owners of the shopping center provided a greater 
understanding of their background and goals for the center. 
 
Responding to a question from Buck, Pastue stated the City would not be out any 
money if the agreement was not met. 

Kuiken also commented on the impact of the presentation by the owners of the center.  
She stated it provided a better understanding of their vision for the Center along with 
their qualifications and background.  She stated it would be a greater risk to the 
community  not to do anything and leave it in its current condition than to try a more 
creative approach through Special Assessments.

Cowley agreed and indicated that commercial lending in the State of Michigan is nil and 
the City has provided a creative solution to this problem.

Move to adopt the Drakeshire Special Assessment Bond Authorization Resolution 
in the amount of $400,000 as presented. [SEE ATTACHED RESOLUTION].

The votes were taken in the following order: Galvin, Kuiken, McShane, Buck, Cowley.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
SECONDER: Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember
AYES: Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane

6. OTHER BUSINESS

No other business was heard.

7. PUBLIC COMMENT

No Public Comment was heard

8. COUNCIL COMMENT

McShane requested that the new Economic and Community Development Director 
provide an update on the status of projects and items he is working on.

Buck stated he would like to hear the Director's perspective on economic development.
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Pastue advised the Director is currently working on an inventory of shopping centers.

Cowley noted the City's revenue stream is not coming back and expressed concern that 
the City is not being aggressive enough in addressing the unfunded liability of 
healthcare costs.

Council requested a report on the dispatch consolidation and how the City is adjusting 
to the change.

9. ADJOURNMENT

Motion to adjourn the meeting.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember
SECONDER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember
AYES: Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane

The meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.

J. T. (Tom) Buck, Mayor

Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk

Approval Date: ______________________
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 Special City Council Meeting
6:00 PM, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2012

Conference Room A
Farmington City Hall

23600 Liberty St
Farmington, MI  48335

DRAFT

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES

City of Farmington Page 1 Updated 12/10/2012 10:59 AM 

A Special meeting of the Farmington City Council was held on November 19, 2012, in 
Conference Room A, Farmington City Hall, Farmington, MI. Notice of the meeting was 
posted in compliance with Public Act 267-1976. 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by Mayor Buck.

1. ROLL CALL

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived
J.T. Buck Mayor Present
Greg Cowley Councilmember Present
William Galvin Mayor Pro Tem Present
Kristin Kuiken Councilmember Present
JoAnne McShane Councilmember Present

City Administration Present

City Clerk Halberstadt
City Manager Pastue
Attorney Schultz

2. APPROVAL OF  AGENDA

Moved to approve the agenda as amended, removing Item No. 5 - Closed Session - 
Labor Negotiations.

RESULT: APPROVED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember
SECONDER: Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember
AYES: Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane

3. BOARD COMMISSION INTERVIEW

A. Board/Commission Interview Kathleen Ashcraft- Commission on Children, 
Youth & Families

Council interviewed Kathleen Ashcraft for an open position on the Commission on 
Children, Youth & Families.

4. CLOSED SESSION - LAND ACQUISITION
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Minutes Farmington City Council November 19, 2012
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Motion to enter closed session to discuss land acquisition.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember
SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
AYES: Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane

Council entered closed session at 6:30 p.m.

Motion to recess closed session until after the regular meeting.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember
SECONDER: Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember
AYES: Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane

Council recessed closed session at 7:00 p.m.

Motion to return to closed session.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
SECONDER: Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember
AYES: Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane

Council returned to closed session at 8:45 p.m.

Motion to exit closed session.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember
SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
AYES: Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane

Council exited closed session at 9:45 p.m.

5. CLOSED SESSION - LABOR NEGOTIATIONS

Item removed from the agenda.

6. OTHER BUSINESS

No other business was heard.

7. PUBLIC COMMENT

No public comment was heard.

8. COUNCIL COMMENT

Galvin requested that funding of the Capital Improvement Fund be placed on an 
upcoming meeting agenda.
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Minutes Farmington City Council November 19, 2012

City of Farmington Page 3 Updated 12/10/2012 10:59 AM 

Galvin expressed appreciation for the expanded Consent Agenda on the regular 
meeting agenda, but requested that certain items be placed on the agenda separately, 
particularly those pertaining to money.

9. ADJOURNMENT

Motion to adjourn the meeting.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember
SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
AYES: Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane

The meeting adjourned at 9:50 p.m.

J. T. (Tom) Buck, Mayor

Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk

Approval Date: ______________________
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 Regular City Council Meeting
7:00 PM, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2012

City Council Chambers
23600 Liberty Street

Farmington, MI  48335

DRAFT

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

City of Farmington Page 1 Updated 12/10/2012 10:38 AM 

A Regular meeting of the Farmington City Council was held on November 19, 2012, in City 
Council Chambers, 23600 Liberty Street, Farmington, MI. Notice of the meeting was posted 
in compliance with Public Act 267-1976. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:10 PM by Mayor Buck.

1. CALL TO ORDER

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived
J.T. Buck Mayor Present
Greg Cowley Councilmember Present
William Galvin Mayor Pro Tem Present
Kristin Kuiken Councilmember Present
JoAnne McShane Councilmember Present

City Administration Present

Superintendent Eudy
Director Christiansen
City Clerk Halberstadt
City Manager Pastue
Attorney Schultz
Director Schulz
Treasurer Weber

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Pledge of Allegiance was led by Kevin Christiansen.

3. APPROVAL OF ITEMS ON CONSENT AGENDA

Moved to approve items on the consent agenda as amended, moving Item No. 3K. - 
Consideration to Accept Quit Claim Deed  for Property Adjoining Cemetery  to Unfinished 
Business.

3.C

Packet Pg. 13

M
in

u
te

s 
A

cc
ep

ta
n

ce
: 

M
in

u
te

s 
o

f 
N

o
v 

19
, 2

01
2 

7:
00

 P
M

  (
A

P
P

R
O

V
A

L
 O

F
 IT

E
M

S
 O

N
 C

O
N

S
E

N
T

 A
G

E
N

D
A

)



Minutes Farmington City Council November 19, 2012
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RESULT: APPROVED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember
SECONDER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember
AYES: Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane

A. Minutes Approval

1. City Council - Regular - Oct 15, 2012 7:00 PM

2. City Council - Special - Oct 15, 2012 6:00 PM

3. City Council - Special Study Session - Oct 1, 2012 7:00 PM

4. City Council - Special Study Session - Oct 29, 2012 6:00 PM

B. Approve Farmington Monthly Payments Report October 2012

C. Approve Farmington Public Safety Monthly Report October 2012

D. Approve Public Works and Water Sewer Department 1St Quarter Report 
October 2012

E. Farmington Financial Report Quarter Ended June 30, 2012

F. Farmington Financial Report Quarter Ended September 30, 2012

G. Farmington Investment Report Quarter Ended June 30, 2012

H. Farmington Investment Report Quarter Ended September 30, 2012

I. 47Th District Court Financial Report Quarter Ended June 30, 2012

J. 47Th District Court Financial Report Quarter Ended September 30, 2012

K. Moved Item K. to Unfinished Business

L. Consideration to Authorize Risk Avoidance Program (RAP) Grant Application for 
Ball Field Safety Improvements

M. Consideration to Approve Estimate #3 (Final) for the Farmington Road 
Concrete Patching and Sidewalk Improvements Project

N. Consideration to Approve Construction Estimate #3 (Final) for the Floral Park 
Subdivision Sewer Rehabilitation Project

4. APPROVAL OF REGULAR AGENDA

Moved to approve the regular agenda as amended.
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RESULT: APPROVED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem
SECONDER: Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember
AYES: Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane

5. PUBLIC COMMENT

Richard Tengler, 36491 Vicary, expressed concern regarding difficulties he has experienced 
since Farmington dispatch was consolidated with Farmington Hills. He reported that on two 
occasions when his calls were transferred to Farmington Hills he could not hear the 
dispatcher. He stated the City needs to find out why the phone system is not working and 
that the public should be alerted to this problem.

Tengler also expressed concern regarding the response to his calls concerning illegal 
solicitation.  He questioned why the officer did not issue a citation.  He noted he received 
better service in the past.  He stated subcontracting dispatch is not the way to fix fiscal 
problems.  He further stated the City needs to merge with Farmington Hills.

Angela Wolfe and Jennifer Hall from Farmington Area Jaycees were present to discuss their 
organization and to recruit new members.  Angela announced a year-end Jaycees party 
scheduled for Saturday, January 26th; an annual children's shopping spree on December 
15th; and tree lighting at the Warner Mansion on December 1st at 5:30 p.m.

Carol Zahnow, 31748 Folkstone Street, expressed support for keeping Farmington separate 
from Farmington Hills.  She initially opposed dispatch consolidation, but believes it is now 
working.

Brad Borgman, 34011 Grand River, questioned action taken on the consent agenda.

Betty Borgman, 34011 Grand River, spoke about her challenge to find a video of a prior 
meeting on the website.  She expressed concern about the difficulties in finding information 
on the site.

Pastue explained how the City website functions.

Pastue introduced the City's new Economic and Community Development Director, Kevin 
Christiansen.

6. PRESENTATION/PUBLIC HEARINGS

A. Consideration to Approve Family Fun in Riley Park & Pavilion Story Time Special 
Event Request

Pastue reviewed a request from Farmington Community Library to hold summer programs 
in Riley Park. 

Maria Showich-Gallup, representative for the Farmington Branch Library, was present to 
discuss the two library programs she is seeking to host at Riley Park.

Kuiken spoke about attending the programs this past year.  She stated they are free and a 
lot of fun. 
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Motion to approve Farmington Public Library's request to schedule 2013 Family 
Fun in Riley Park and Pavilion Story Time Program

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember
SECONDER: Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember
AYES: Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane

7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A. Consideration to Accept Quit Claim Deed for Property Adjoining Cemetery

Pastue advised that David and Charlene Fromme offered a quit claim deed at no cost to the 
City on property adjoining the Oakwood Cemetery.  He stated that when the City expanded 
the cemetery in the 1990's there was some question regarding this small parcel.  The quit 
claim deed will clear up this issue.

Kuiken asked about encumbrances on the title. Schultz responded he could find none.

Motion to accept a quit claim deed for property adjoining the Oakwood Cemetery 
owned by David and Charlene Fromme.  [SEE ATTACHED DEED].

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember
SECONDER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember
AYES: Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane

8. NEW BUSINESS

A. Consideration to Approve Valet Service at Painting with a Twist on December 
14, 2012

Pastue advised the City received a request for temporary valet service for a company event 
at Painting with a Twist.

Move to approve a request from Schechter Wealth Strategies for temporary valet 
service related to an event scheduled at Painting with a Twist scheduled for 
December 14, 2012 between 12:00pm and 3:30pm. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
SECONDER: William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem
AYES: Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane

B. Consideration to Approve Budget Amendment #1

Move to adopt budget amendment #1 to establish the budget for the Drakeshire 
Special Assessment Construction Project, Debt Service Fund, and transfer for the 
reserve requirement.[SEE ATTACHED RESOLUTION].
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The votes were taken in the following order: Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane, Buck. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
SECONDER: William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem
AYES: Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane

C. Consideration to Adopt Resolution for Designation of Street Administrator

Pastue advised the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) requires that each local 
government unit receiving Gas and Weight Tax revenues under Act 51 shall designate a 
street administrator.

Move to adopt a resolution designating Chuck Eudy as Street Administrator. [SEE 
ATTACHED RESOLUTION].

The votes were taken in the following order: Galvin, Kuiken, McShane, Buck, Cowley.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
SECONDER: William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem
AYES: Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane

D. Consideration to Introduce Ordinance Amending the Zoning Code to Allow for 
the Keeping of Horses

Pastue reviewed proposed Ordinance for keeping of horses.

Responding to a question from McShane, Pastue stated only Mr. Thomas who is requesting 
keeping of horses spoke at the Planning Commission public hearing.

McShane asked how the ordinance compares to other cities.

Christiansen referred to a matrix provided to Council that compares the proposed ordinance 
to those of surrounding communities.  He stated the draft ordinance was created as a result 
of reviewing other ordinances. 

Discussion followed regarding the height requirement for fences.

Responding to a question from Galvin, Christiansen confirmed any type of horse is allowed 
under the proposed ordinance.

Galvin expressed concern regarding amending the code to benefit a single resident.

Pastue responded the amendment was not done for that reason.  He stated the Planning 
Commission felt this was a reasonable change to the code. 
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Galvin acknowledged the efforts on the part of the Planning Commission regarding this 
ordinance.  He questioned whether it would be possible for a person building a sailboat in 
his backyard to secure an amendment to the code to accommodate this activity.

Galvin asked why a variance request would not simply go through the Zoning Board of 
Appeals rather than amending the code.

Pastue responded granting a variance based on hardship is a pretty high standard to reach. 

Christiansen discussed the reasons Mr. Thomas pursued an amendment to the ordinance.

Galvin noted City Code prohibits exotic animals, however he pointed out alpacas and lamas 
are similar to horses.  He asked if there could be amendment for them as well. 

Pastue advised such an amendment would go through a similar process as the horse 
keeping request.

Responding to a question from Kuiken, Schultz stated horses cannot be ridden off the 
property.

Kuiken liked the setbacks provided in the ordinance.  She expressed concern regarding 
possible odor issues.

Pastue advised odor would be a code enforcement issue.

McShane commented Council is open to working with residents and does not attempt to find 
ways to obstruct or restrict uses.  She stated the City has wise folks on its boards and 
commissions.  She pointed out the City has a good and open policy that provides residents a 
pathway to make requests.

Galvin asked about the last time City ordinance permitted horses in Farmington.

Pastue responded he did not know.

Cowley stated it shows great flexibility on the part of Council to take on this type of issue. 

Move to introduce Ordinance amending Chapter 35, Zoning Code, to allow for the 
keeping of horses subject to certain requirements.  [SEE ATTACHED ORDINANCE]

RESULT: ADOPTED [4 TO 1]
MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember
SECONDER: Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember
AYES: Buck, Cowley, Kuiken, McShane
NAYS: Galvin

E. Consideration to Approve Resolution #1 for Grove Street Special Assessment 
District

Move to adopt Resolution #1 for the Grove Street Special Assessment District; and 
authorize the City Manager to prepare a report regarding the scope and cost of the 
proposed project.  [SEE ATTACHED RESOLUTION].
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The votes were taken in the following order: Kuiken, McShane, Buck, Cowley, Galvin.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
SECONDER: William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem
AYES: Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane

F. Consideration to Adopt Notice of Intent and Reimbursement Resolution to 
Issue Bonds for Downtown Capital Improvement Projects

Buck noted Council has had considerable discussion on this bond issue that supports some 
serious economic development in the downtown.

Move to adopt Notice of Intent and Reimbursement Resolution to issue bonds for 
Downtown Capital Improvement Projects.  [SEE ATTACHED RESOLUTION].

The votes were taken in the following order: McShane, Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember
SECONDER: William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem
AYES: Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane

G. Consideration to Approve Renewal of Shiawassee Park Lease Agreement

Responding to a question from Kuiken, Pastue stated the lease is on an annual basis 
because of ongoing discussion regarding the City's possible acquisition of the property. 

Move to approve renewal of the Shiawassee Park lease agreement for one year 
ending November 2013 with an automatic annual renewal unless either party 
provides 90-day notice before November 30 for the termination of the lease 
agreement.  [SEE ATTACHED AGREEMENT].

The votes were taken in the following order: Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
SECONDER: William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem
AYES: Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane

H. Board and Commission Appointments

Move to reappoint Alton Bennett, Arnold Campbell and Michael Wiggins to the 
Charter Review Committee for 1-year terms ending 12/31/13; reappoint Joan 
McGlincy and Eugene Thomas to the Commission on Children, Youth and Families 
for 3-year terms ending 12/31/15; reappoint Mary Bush to the Board of Review 
for a 3-year term ending 12/31/15; and appoint Kathleen Ashcraft to the 
Commission on Children, Youth & Families for a 3-year term ending 12/31/15. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember
SECONDER: William Galvin, Mayor Pro Tem
AYES: Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane

9. DEPARTMENT HEAD COMMENTS

Eudy announced the leaf pick-up program is slightly ahead of schedule.

Christiansen stated he is excited to serve the City as a Community and Economic 
Development Director.  He thanked Council for their approval and support.

Christiansen stated he has been working with Farmington Hills on the Grand River Corridor 
Improvement Authority (CIA).  He advised there has been a number of taskforce meetings 
as well as a stakeholders meeting that was held earlier in the day.  He noted the CIA was 
introduced to the Planning Commission at their November 12th meeting.

Christiansen announced a joint Planning Commission meeting with Farmington Hills is 
scheduled for December 12th here at City Hall. He stated the taskforce is developing a 
vision and implementation plan for the CIA. 

Schulz advised his department was aware of the problem described earlier in the meeting 
by Mr. Tengler concerning the phone volume when calling dispatch. He stated the problem 
has been corrected and that it had existed for non-emergency calls only.

Schulz discussed the success of consolidated dispatch. He noted they will be holding another 
meeting/training session with dispatchers to discuss and address issues that have arisen as 
a result of the consolidation. 

Schulz advised that during this holiday season residents should not overload electrical 
sockets with too many extension cords and should not leave candles unattended.

Buck requested an update on the status of consolidated dispatch at the next meeting.

Weber announced taxes and water and sewer bills can now be paid online.  He stated the 
service was implemented on September 28th and 15 minutes after they went live the first 
payment was received.  He noted they have received over 1500 visits to the website from 
people trying to get information on this new service.

Halberstadt announced the upcoming tree lighting at the Mansion on December 1st.  She 
noted the recent Presidential election went well in Farmington.

10. COUNCIL COMMENT

McShane congratulated the City Clerk's office for a successful election.  She noted a 
visioning session for the City of Farmington will be held after January 1st.  She invited 
residents to attend and express their opinions regarding the future of the City.  

Galvin congratulated everyone in the City who owns horses relative to the proposed 
ordinance amendment. He stated his concern regarding making amendments to the City 
Code and pointed out the six proposals to the state constitution on the recent November 
ballot. He welcomed residents to continue making requests regarding code issues that affect 
them. 
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Galvin pointed out state legislators are entering a lame duck session.  He noted there are a 
couple issues that are proposed that would impact Farmington:  personal property tax and 
HB 5804 funding by local governments for indigent defendants.  He encouraged the public 
to become informed and contact their legislators, Senator Gregory and Representative 
Barnett.

Cowley welcomed Kevin Christiansen to City staff.  He advised the City still has a revenue 
problem that can only be solved by creating additional revenue. He stated the City is 
undertaking projects that will improve revenue stream.  He complimented City Manager 
Pastue on his creativity in addressing issues and furthering economic development.

Kuiken spoke about a SEMCOG meeting she recently attended. She stated transportation 
stood out as a top priority.  She noted Council recently adopted a resolution in support of a 
Regional Transportation Authority to inform Lansing that this is a high priority for the City.

Buck noted this is the week of Thanksgiving. He expressed his gratitude for those attending 
the meeting; his fellow Councilmembers and City staff. He wished everyone a happy 
Thanksgiving.

11. ADJOURNMENT

Motion to adjourn the meeting.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember
SECONDER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember
AYES: Buck, Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane

The meeting adjourned at 8:38 p.m.

J. T. (Tom) Buck, Mayor

Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk

Approval Date: ______________________
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 Special Study Session City Council Meeting
7:00 PM, MONDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2012

Conference Room A
Farmington City Hall

23600 Liberty St
Farmington, MI  48335

DRAFT

SPECIAL STUDY SESSION MEETING MINUTES

City of Farmington Page 1 Updated 12/11/2012 3:09 PM 

A Special Study Session meeting of the Farmington City Council was held on December 3, 
2012, in Conference Room A, Farmington City Hall, Farmington, MI. Notice of the meeting 
was posted in compliance with Public Act 267-1976. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Buck.

1. ROLL CALL

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived
J.T. Buck Mayor Absent
Greg Cowley Councilmember Present
William Galvin Mayor Pro Tem Present
Kristin Kuiken Councilmember Present
JoAnne McShane Councilmember Present

City Administration Present

City Clerk Halberstadt
City Manager Pastue

2. APPROVAL OF  AGENDA

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
SECONDER: Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane
ABSENT: Buck

3. REVIEW OF OHM PROPOSAL - FARMINGTON VISION PLAN

A. Review of OHM Proposal - Farmington Vision Plan

Pastue introduced James Houk, Vice President of OHM, who was present to discuss a 
proposal for a Farmington Vision Plan.

Houk spoke about the need for a community vision plan which which starts by defining what 
people like about Farmington.  The plan would then build on that vision in terms of land use, 
physical form, etc.  It would enable the City to make strategic decisions based on that 
information.  A vision plan provides a road map that will lead to better decision making in 
using capital dollars.  He stated a big part of the process is engaging the community.  
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Charles Fleetham, President of Project Innovations, spoke about demographics of the 
community and meeting their needs.  He stated connection is important to new 
demographics.

McShane asked about the cities to which Farmington would be compared. 

Houk responded some of the data used in the branding study conducted a few years ago 
would be reviewed for possible use.

McShane pointed out the data may be too old.  Houk stated he will review to determine if it 
is still valid.

Houk advised extensive polling of the community would be done.

McShane stated the process needs to be inclusive involving seniors, the disabled, those that 
don't use the web, etc.

Kuiken pointed out that conducting polling by phone mainly reaches the older population 
since younger people typically only have cell phones.

Discussion followed regarding the tools that will be used to conduct surveys.

Responding to a question from Kuiken, Houk stated they will try to reach out and get a 
broad base of participants for the taskforce.
`
Pastue questioned how many members on the taskforce?  Houk responded 15-20.

Cowley discussed his participation in the DDA branding study 5 years ago.  He stated 
demographics have changed since then.  He noted that people who live in the city have a 
different perspective than outside visitors.  He recommended including visitors in the 
survey. He pointed out most of his restaurant customers are from Farmington Hills.  He 
stated the survey should include a 20-mile radius.  

Cowley spoke about issues facing business owners and the need to support them.

Galvin asked Houk to elaborate on how participants in the taskforce will be chosen. He 
discussed the need to avoid special interest groups.

Houk stated Council will participate in identifying a list of stakeholders who are not 
necessarily residents.

Houk recommended putting negative people on the taskforce because they eventually 
become supporters.

Galvin questioned how to involve the silent majority.

Kuiken questioned the implementation process once the vision has been established.

Houk stated as part of the process steps for implementation will be provided. He spoke 
about integration of the Master Plan and bringing in LSL Planning  to make sure City Code 
supports the vision.

Discussion followed regarding what a visioning plan means to a community.
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Galvin confirmed with Houk that visioning is a 6-month process.  He asked how Council 
should proceed with projects in the meantime.

Houk stated it is a balancing process between moving forward and waiting until the vision 
has been formed.  He recommended Council move forward on projects, but delay any that 
are not critical. He stated any planned projects that strengthen assets should be done.

McShane expressed hope the visioning will become an educational process that supports 
decisions by Council.

Galvin asked about the fee structure and potential increase to fees.

Houk responded the fee structure is based on a 6-month process.  If the timeline is 
stretched out than that can be a problem.

Fleetman advised the process needs to be completed before summer. 

Cowley expressed the importance of generating excitement about the process.

Fleetman discussed possible resistance to good ideas.

Discussion followed on using a combination of branding study data and outside polling 
information.

Cowley expressed interest in a competitive analysis.  The city needs ammunition to attract 
major investment.

Houk pointed out Farmington provides a tremendous foundation on which to build.

4. CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION #2, GROVE STREET IMPROVEMENT SPECIAL 
ASSESSMENT

A. 12-12-203 : Motion to adopt Resolution #2 for the Grove Street Improvement 

Project and schedule a public hearing for December 17, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.

Pastue reviewed the scope and costs of the Grove Street project.

McShane asked why the owners of the Center are not participating in the $60K cost for the 
pylon sign. 

Pastue responded the City agreed to cover the cost to replace the sign since the owner 
originally wanted to keep the existing one. 

McShane expressed concern about the proposed stamped concrete and the potential 
problem of cracking.  She asked about the use of brick pavers instead. 

Pastue stated the challenge with brick pavers is the continued pounding from traffic causes 
settling.

Discussion followed regarding the crossing between the Kimco Center and T.J. Maxx store.
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Responding to a question from Kuiken, Pastue stated it is estimated the project will provide 
40 additional parking spaces.

The votes were taken in the following order: Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember
SECONDER: Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane
ABSENT: Buck

5. CONSIDERATION TO APPROVE CONSTRUCTION ESTIMATE #1 FOR DRAKESHIRE 
CENTER PROJECT

A. Motion to approve Construction Estimate #1 with the Richard Hyman Builders 

in the amount of $128,862 for the Drakeshire Center improvements and ratify 

Change Order #1 in the amount of $2,880.00.mprovements Project

The votes were taken in the following order: Galvin, Kuiken, McShane, Cowley.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember
SECONDER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane
ABSENT: Buck

6. REVIEW OF BOARD AND COMMITTEE VACANCIES

A. Review of Board and Committee Vacancies

Pastue reviewed current vacancies on boards and commissions.

Pastue suggested placing the Brownfield Development Authority under the Planning 
Commission.

McShane expressed the need to publicize openings.  She stated candidates should be 
sought from across city.

Galvin requested members from boards and commissions provide a periodic update to 
Council.

7. CLOSED SESSION - LAND ACQUISITION

Motion to enter closed session to discuss land acquisition.
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
SECONDER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane
ABSENT: Buck

The votes were taken in the following order: Kuiken, McShane, Cowley, Galvin.

Council entered closed session at 8:45 p.m.

Motion to exit closed session.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
SECONDER: Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane
ABSENT: Buck

Council exited closed session at 9:10 p.m.

3. City Manager Authorization

Motion to authorize the City Manager to take action consistent with 
discussions in closed session.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
SECONDER: Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane
ABSENT: Buck

8. CLOSED SESSION - LABOR NEGOTIATION UPDATE

Motion to enter closed session to discuss labor negotiations.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember
SECONDER: Greg Cowley, Councilmember
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane
ABSENT: Buck

The votes were taken in the following order: Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane.

Council entered closed session at 9:11 pm.

Motion to exit closed session.
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Minutes Farmington City Council December 3, 2012

City of Farmington Page 6 Updated 12/11/2012 3:09 PM 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember
SECONDER: Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane
ABSENT: Buck

Council exited closed session at 9:35 p.m.

9. OTHER BUSINESS

No other business was heard.

10. PUBLIC COMMENT

No public comment was heard.

11. COUNCIL COMMENT

Galvin asked for clarification on the term "real property" in City Manager notes.

Galvin noted members of the historic commission appear to be unaware of the city 
reorganization.

Discussion followed regarding establishing an official Historic District.

12. ADJOURNMENT

Motion to adjourn the meeting.

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: JoAnne McShane, Councilmember
SECONDER: Kristin Kuiken, Councilmember
AYES: Cowley, Galvin, Kuiken, McShane
ABSENT: Buck

The meeting adjourned at 9:45 pm.

J. T. (Tom) Buck, Mayor

Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk

Approval Date: ______________________
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Updated: 12/12/2012 12:37 PM by Cheryl Poole Page 1

Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
December 17, 2012

Reference
Number

(ID # 1120)

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  Approve Farmington Monthly Payments Report, November 2012

Requested Action:  

Background:  

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending

3.E
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Updated: 12/12/2012 12:39 PM by Cheryl Poole Page 1

Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
December 17, 2012

Reference
Number

(ID # 1121)

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  Approve Farmington Public Safety Monthly Report, November 2012

Requested Action:  

Background:  

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending
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Updated: 12/12/2012 12:44 PM by Cheryl Poole Page 1

Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
December 17, 2012

Reference
Number

(ID # 1122)

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  Consideration to Review Michigan Municipal League Membership

Requested Action:  
Move to authorize payment in the amount of $4,739.00 to the Michigan Municipal League to continue 
membership

Background:  
Enclosed is an annual membership invoice from the Michigan Municipal League in the amount of 
$4,739.  The membership for the Michigan Municipal League (MML) begins February 1 and ends the 
following January 31.  The annual membership includes a voluntary assessment to the Legal 
Defense Fund in the amount of $431.  

The MML continues a number of direct benefits to the City in addition to the unique cooperative 
association with other cities in the state.  The direct benefits include insurance program, training for 
municipal employees, research services, joint legal action, and representation before the State 
Legislature and United States Congress.  Administration recommends that City Council continue 
membership in the Michigan Municipal League, including the Legal Defense Fund, and authorize 
payment of the annual dues in the amount of $4,739.

Financial Impact

The Fiscal Year 2012-13 Budget has $4,700 allocated for the MML annual membership

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Attorney Pending
Treasurer Pending
Historic Commission Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending
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Updated: 12/14/2012 9:55 AM by Cheryl Poole Page 1

Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
December 17, 2012

Reference
Number

(ID # 1123)

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  Consideration to Approve Michigan Suburbs Alliance Annual Membership

Requested Action:  
Move to approve renewal of a one year membership with the Michigan Suburbs Alliance in the 
amount of $500.00.

Background:  
Enclosed is an annual membership invoice from the Michigan Suburbs Alliance in the amount of 
$500.00.  This is the same amount paid in the 2010-11 fiscal year.  The Fiscal Year 2012-13 Budget 
has $550 allocated for this annual membership.  The membership period begins October 1, 2012.  
City Administration recommends that the City Council renew this membership

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Attorney Pending
Treasurer Pending
Historic Commission Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending
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Updated: 12/12/2012 1:10 PM by Cheryl Poole Page 1

Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
December 17, 2012

Reference
Number

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  Public Hearing Grove Street Improvement Special Assessment District

Requested Action:  
Hold Public Hearing to accept comment from the public regarding the necessity of the 
proposed special assessment district.  

Background:  
The City Council adopted Resolution #2 at the December 3, 2012 meeting which 
accepted the report from the City Manager regarding the proposed Grove Street Special 
Assessment District and scheduled a public hearing for December 17, 2012. Notice of 
the public hearing was sent to the sole property owner within the proposed district and 
advertised in the Farmington Observer.  

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending
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RESOLUTION NO. (ID # 1124)
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Updated: 12/14/2012 12:15 PM by Cheryl Poole Page 1

Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
December 17, 2012

Reference
Number

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  Consideration to Adopt Resolution #3 for Grove Street Improvement 
Special Assessment District

Requested Action:  
Move to adopt resolution #3 for the Grove Street Improvement Project and instruct the 
Assessor to prepare a preliminary special assessment roll.   

Background:  
The City Council held a public hearing regarding the necessity to establish the special 
assessment district.  City Administration is recommending the City Council to adopt 
Resolution #3 which instructs the City Assessor (Oakland County Equalization) to 
prepare a special assessment roll.  The intent would be to have the preliminary 
assessment roll presented to the City Council at the January 7, 2013 meeting.  Again, 
there is only one property on the assessment roll.

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending
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Updated: 12/14/2012 12:15 PM by Cheryl Poole Page 2

RESOLUTION NO. (ID # 1125)
STATE OF MICHIGAN

COUNTY OF OAKLAND

CITY OF FARMINGTON

[Grove Street Improvement Project]

RESOLUTION NO. 3: APPROVAL OF PROJECT AND DIRECTION TO ASSESSOR 
TO PREPARE AND ASSESSMENT ROLL

Minutes of a Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Farmington, County of 

Oakland, Michigan, held in the City Hall in said City on December 17, 2012, at 7:00 P.M. 

Prevailing Eastern Time.

PRESENT: Councilmembers  ____________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

ABSENT: Councilmembers  ____________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

The following preamble and Resolution were offered by Councilmember _______

___________ and supported by Councilmember _____________________.

R E C I T A T I O N S:

The City has considered construction of the proposed improvement described below (the 

"Project"), and has further requested the establishment of a special assessment district to finance 

and defray the cost of the Project.

The Project includes the widening and reconstruction of Grove Street creating a 

boulevard with on-street parking, landscape improvements, sidewalk with brick pavers, 

relocation and placement of additional pedestrian street lights, park benches, mast-arm signal at 

Grand River and Grove Street intersection, removal and replacement of commercial pylon sign, 

water main replacement, land acquisition, and engineering services.   

7.A
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Resolution (ID # 1125) Meeting of December 17, 2012

Updated: 12/14/2012 12:15 PM by Cheryl Poole Page 3

The Project is designed and intended to especially benefit the properties identified in the 

special assessment district attached to this Resolution, which shall be designated as Special 

Assessment District No. 2012-89 (the "District").

After an initial consideration, the City Council adopted its Resolution No. 2 declaring its 

tentative intent to proceed with the Project and with the establishment of the District.

Plans for the Project, and an estimate of the cost of the Project in the amount of 

$1,700,000, have been prepared and notice of public hearing has been given, according to law, to 

the owners of property in the District to inform them of their opportunity to present comments 

and objections to the Project, and to the District.

The public hearing was duly conducted consistent with the Notice, and the City Council 

has determined to proceed with the Project and with the establishment of the District.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS:

1.  The City shall proceed with the Project.

2.  The District shall consist of the properties identified in the special assessment district 

attached to this Resolution and against which one hundred (35.3%) percent of the cost of the 

Project shall be assessed.

4.  The duration of the District’s existence shall be 15 years, and, unless paid in cash in 

respect to a particular property, the special assessments shall be paid in installments which shall 

be specified in the City Council's Resolution confirming the special assessment roll.  

5.  The City Assessor shall prepare a special assessment roll that includes all lots and 

parcels of land within the District with the names of the respective record owners of each 

property, if known, and shall also include the total amount to be assessed against each property.  

The amount to be assessed against each property shall be based upon the proportionate amount 
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Resolution (ID # 1125) Meeting of December 17, 2012

Updated: 12/14/2012 12:15 PM by Cheryl Poole Page 4

of special benefit to be received by each property from the Project.  The amount spread in each 

case shall be based upon the detailed estimate of costs as approved by the City Council.

6.  When the Assessor completes the assessment roll, he shall file it with the City Clerk 

for presentation to the City Council, along with his certification that the roll has been made 

pursuant to law and this Resolution of the City Council and that, in making the assessment roll, 

the Assessor has in his best judgment conformed in all respects to the law and the directions 

contained in this Resolution.  Upon receipt, the City Clerk shall forthwith present the roll and the 

Assessor’s certification to the City Council

AYES:

NAYS:

ABSTENTIONS:

ABSENT:

CERTIFICATION

It is hereby certified that the foregoing Resolution is a true and accurate copy of the 

Resolution adopted by the City Council of the City of Farmington at a meeting duly called and 

held on the 17th day of December, 2012.

CITY OF FARMINGTON 

By:_____________________________________
SUSAN K. HALBERSTADT , CLERK 

 

669203
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Updated: 12/14/2012 12:27 PM by Cheryl Poole Page 1

Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
December 17, 2012

Reference
Number

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  Consideration to Adopt Ordinance C-767-2012 Amending the Zoning 
Code to Allow for the Keeping of Horses

Requested Action:  
Move to Adopt Ordinance C-767-2012 amending Chapter 35, Zoning Code, to allow for 
the keeping of horses subject to certain requirements.

Background:  
The City Council introduced Ordinance C-767-2012 amending the zoning code to allow 
for the keeping of horses.  Since September, the Planning Commission reviewed a text 
amendment to allow for the keeping of horses under specific conditions based on a 
request from City Council to review the subject matter.  On Monday, November 12, the 
Planning Commission held a public hearing regarding proposed language to the 
ordinance.  Following the public hearing, the Planning Commission recommended 
approval of the proposed text amendment to the zoning code.  The ordinance would 
amend Article II of the zoning code dealing with general provisions by adding language 
to allow the keeping of horses in a residential district subject to certain requirements.  It 
also amends the definition of fence and livestock in the zoning code as well.  

Specific Requirements include:
· Limited to single-family residential districts but must have a minimum of two (2) 

acres.  There are four parcels within the city that currently meet this standard.
· Property owner may keep up to 2 horses, plus an additional horse for each 

additional full acre.
· Horses must be maintained within fenced area.
· Structure to house the horse(s) must be a minimum of 15 feet from property line, 

located 175 feet from adjoining property structure, and properly ventilated and 
maintained to not create odor or rodent problems.

· The keeping of horses shall be for private purposes.  

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending
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Updated: 12/14/2012 12:27 PM by Cheryl Poole Page 2

RESOLUTION NO. (ID # 1126)
STATE OF MICHIGAN

COUNTY OF OAKLAND
CITY OF FARMINGTON

ORDINANCE NO. C-767-2012

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 35, ZONING, OF THE CITY OF 
FARMINGTON CODE OF ORDINANCES, ARTICLE II, "GENERAL 
PROVISIONS," IN ORDER TO ADD A NEW SECTION, SECTION 35-60, 
"KEEPING OF HORSES,” TO ALLOW THE KEEPING OF HORSES IN A 
SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT ONLY, SUBJECT TO CERTAIN 
REQUIREMENTS; TO ADD PROVISIONS FOR CORRAL FENCING IN 
SECTION 33-49, “FENCES”; AND TO AMEND THE DEFINITIONS OF 
“FENCE” AND "LIVESTOCK," IN SECTION 35-25, DEFINITIONS, TO 
CORRESPOND WITH SUCH CHANGES.

THE CITY OF FARMINGTON ORDAINS:

Section 1. That Chapter 35, “Zoning,” of the Farmington City Code, Article II, “General Provisions,” 
is hereby amended to add a new section, Section 35-60, "Keeping of Horses," to read in its entirety:

Section 35-60 Keeping of Horses

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision in this Code of Ordinances, the keeping of horses 
shall be permitted in a single-family residential district, subject to the requirements of 
this Section.

(2) Horses may be kept on lots of two (2) acres or more.  
(3) Up to two (2) horses may be kept on the first two (2) acres, plus one additional horse for 

each additional full acre.
(4) Horse(s) shall be kept within a fenced area (or corral) at all times, and shall not be 

permitted to run at large in any street, alley, or public place, or upon the premises of 
another.  Fences and corrals shall be installed in accordance with Section 35-49, Fences.

(5) Structures used to house the horse(s) shall be erected in accordance with Section 35-43, 
Accessory Buildings and Structures - In General, and Section 35-44, Accessory Buildings 
and Structures - Residential Districts, in addition to following:
a. Structures used to house horses shall be a minimum of 15 feet from the property 

line. 
b. Structures shall be located at least one hundred seventy-five (175) feet from 

residential dwellings located on adjacent properties.
c. Structures shall be properly ventilated to prevent drafts and remove odors, shall be 

of sufficient size to accommodate the animal, and shall be designed so as to prevent 
rats, mice, or other rodents from being harbored underneath, inside, or inside the 
walls of the enclosure. 

(6) Areas used for the keeping of horses, including structures and grazing areas, shall be 
kept in a clean and sanitary condition.   
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Ordinance (ID # 1126) Meeting of December 17, 2012

Updated: 12/14/2012 12:27 PM by Cheryl Poole Page 3

(7) Removal or appropriate disposal of droppings is required. Droppings not used for 
composting or fertilizer shall be removed. All provisions of the Code of Ordinances 
relating to noise, odor, and sanitation, including the provisions of this Article, shall apply 
to the keeping of animals under this Section.

(8) The keeping of horses shall be for private use only. 

Section 2. That Chapter 35, “Zoning,” of the Farmington City Code, Article II, “General Provisions,” 
Section 35-49, “Fences” is hereby amended to add a new subsection “I” as follows:

I. Corrals for the Keeping of Horses
A. Fencing to contain horses shall be a minimum of five (5) feet in height.  
B. Fencing with open areas larger than twelve inches (12”) by twelve inches (12”) shall be 

installed a minimum of ten (10) feet from property lines.  This setback may be reduced to 
five (5) feet for fences with smaller openings.

Section 3. That Chapter 35, “Zoning,” of the Farmington City Code, Article XXI, “Definitions,” 
Section 35-252, "Livestock,'' is hereby amended to read as follows:

"Livestock:" Any domestic species of animal that is raised for use as food or in the production of 
food, or in the operation of a farm, and is not (a) an exotic or vicious animal as defined in this 
Section or (b) a domesticated animal/pet as defined in this Section, such as a dog, cat, or similar 
animal. Livestock shall include, but is not limited to, horses, ponies, mules, donkeys, cattle, 
sheep, goats, buffaloes, swine, ducks, geese and turkeys.

Section 4. Chapter 35, “Zoning,” of the Farmington City Code, Article XXI, “Definitions,” Section 35-
252, "Fence,'' is hereby amended to read as follows:

“Fence:”  A manmade, unroofed structure serving to enclose or divide all or part of a lot or to 
intended to function as a boundary or barrier between two or more lots or to corral animals.

Section 5. Repealer
All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are repealed.

Section 6. Severability
Should any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause, or word of this ordinance be held invalid 
for any reason, such decisions shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of the ordinance.

Section 7. Savings
This amendatory ordinance shall not affect violations of this ordinance or any other ordinance existing 
prior to the effective date of this ordinance and such violation shall be governed and shall continue to 
be separately punishable to the full extent of the law under the provisions of such ordinance at the time 
the violation was committed.

Section 8. Effective Date
Public hearing having been held hereon pursuant to the provisions of Section 1 03 of Act 11 0 of the 
Public Acts of 2006, as amended, the provisions of this Ordinance shall be published within twenty (20) 
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Ordinance (ID # 1126) Meeting of December 17, 2012

Updated: 12/14/2012 12:27 PM by Cheryl Poole Page 4

days of its adoption by publication of a brief notice in a newspaper circulated in the City of Farmington 
stating the date of enactment and effective date, a brief statement as to its regulatory effect and that a 
complete copy of the Ordinance is available for public purchase, use and inspection at the office of the 
City Clerk during the hours of 8:00A.M. to 5:00P.M., Local Time. The provisions of this Ordinance shall 
become effective seven (7) days after its publication.

Section 9. Enactment
This Ordinance is declared to have been enacted by the City Council of the City of Farmington at a 
meeting called and held on the ____ day of _________, 2010 and ordered to be given publication in the 
manner prescribed by law.

Ayes:
Nayes:
Abstentions:
Absent:

STATE OF MICHIGAN )
)  ss.

COUNTY OF OAKLAND )

I, the undersigned, the qualified and acting City Clerk of the City of Farmington, Oakland County, 
Michigan, do certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of the Ordinance adopted by the City 
Council of the City of Farmington at a meeting held on the ____ day of __________, 2012, the original of 
which is on file in my office.

________________________________
Susan K. Halberstadt, City Clerk
City of Farmington

Adopted:
Published:
Effective:
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Updated: 12/14/2012 12:14 PM by Cheryl Poole Page 1

Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
December 17, 2012

Reference
Number

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  Consideration to Adopt Resolution Accepting Proposal from Orchard Hiltz 
& McCliment (OHM) to Conduct Community Visioning Program

Requested Action:  
Move to adopt resolution accepting a proposal from Orchard Hiltz & McCliment in the 
amount of $29,500 to conduct a community visioning program and authorize the City 
Manager to utilize up to $5,000 from Contingency line item if necessary to hold 
additional public meetings or expand utilization of social media during the process

Background:  
The Farmington City Council reviewed a proposal from OHM at their December 3, 2012 
study session regarding the proposed scope of work and cost.  The Fiscal Year 2012-13 
Budget contains $25,000 for a community visioning program.  As stated in the budget, it 
has been fourteen years since the City held a community visioning program.  The world 
is much different today than in 1998.  Farmington is much more ethnically and racially 
diverse, the regional auto reliant economy is much different than 1998, and there seems 
to be a broader social movement toward more pedestrian oriented amenities which 
positions Farmington favorably.  The process also provides an opportunity to discuss 
the relationship between service and infrastructure needs and expectations with the 
necessary financial resources.  

Attached is a resolution accepting the OHM proposal.  Following the study session 
review, City Administration became somewhat concerned that the tight scope of work 
does not allow for additional community meetings which may be necessary.  Also, the 
use of social media is not extensive.  As a result, City Administration is requesting 
authorization to utilize up to $5,000 from the General Fund Contingency line item for 
additional community meetings or more extensive use of social media for the project.  
The additional funds would not be utilized unless deemed necessary by the consultant 
and task force.  Keep in mind, the visioning effort is our foundation for the future.  We 
need to insure broad public participation and involvement to insure its success. 

The process will take approximately six months.  It is also desirable to have it completed 
before summer vacation and activities become disruptive to the process.  Consequently, 
the City Council needs to think of individuals to serve on the task force.  Based on the 
study session discussion, the task force will be comprised of 15 to 20 individuals that 
are representative of the community.  Please start sending names to Cheryl so that we 
can be ready to make appointments at the January 7 study session.  

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending
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RESOLUTION NO. (ID # 1127)
A RESOLUTION OF THE FARMINGTON CITY COUNCIL ACCEPTING A PROPOSAL 
FROM ORCHARD HILTZ & McCLIMENT (OHM) TO CONDUCT A COMMUNITY 
VISIONING.

WHEREAS, the Fiscal Year 2012-13 Budget contains $25,000 to conduct a community 
visioning effort; and

WHEREAS, the last community visioning program in 1998 initiated many of the 
improvements in the Downtown area and updates to the City Zoning 
Code; and

WHEREAS, the Farmington City Council recognizes that the since the last community 
visioning program the Southeast Michigan economy has changed 
significant, the Farmington community is much more racially and ethnically 
diverse, the Farmington community is getting younger, and that the 
community is positioned well to take advantage of a social change in 
which younger people are attracted to cities that are walkable and have a 
sense of place; and

WHEREAS, City Administration solicited a proposal from OHM, partnering with Project 
Innovations, because of their understanding of Farmington and expertise 
with community redevelopment issues; and

WHEREAS, the Farmington City Council reviewed the proposal with OHM and Project 
Innovations at their December 3, 2012 study session which included the 
scope of work and the contract amount of $29,500; and

WHEREAS, the proposed community visioning would begin after the first of the year 
and targets June 30 for substantial completion; and

WHEREAS, City Administration is requesting authorization to utilize up to $5,000 in 
contingency in the event it is necessary to add additional community 
meetings and more extensively utilize social media as part of the program.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Farmington City Council hereby 
accepts the proposal from OHM to conduct a community visioning 
program.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Manager is authorized to utilize up to $5,000 
from the Contingency line item in the event it is necessary to hold 
additional community meetings and to more extensively utilize social 
media as part of the program based on dialogue with the consultant and 
the task force guiding the project.
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Creating A Blueprint For 
Farmington’s Future

Farmington Vision Plan

DRAFT
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600 Creekside Plaza | Gahanna, OH 43230 
p. (614) 418-0600 | f. (614) 418-0614 

www.ohm-advisors .com  

November 12, 2012 

 

Vince Pastue  

City Manager 

The City of Farmington 

23600 Liberty Street 

Farmington, MI 48335 

 

Mr. Pastue, 

 
It is with great excitement that we submit our proposal to the City of Farmington to create a vision plan for the 

City. Per our previous meeting with you, Tom Buck and Charlie Fleetham, we are proposing a refined approach 

that streamlines the visioning process, and gives emphasis to public involvement, maintaining momentum to 

complete the project in an efficient manner. It also includes strategic integration of elected and appointed officials 

throughout the process to ensure they stay informed and support the development of the Vision Plan at key stages. 

We have also broken out some additional services in the proposal. These work elements would typically be 

included in our vision plans but we have pulled them out to streamline the process and meet your proposed 

budget, and condensed schedule.   

 

As discussed, OHM will be the lead consultant and develop the Vision Plan, Charlie Fleetham of Project 

Innovations will support OHM by co-leading the public input process. LSL had been added to the team to help 

link the vision to the the existing comprehensive plan and zoning codes. They will help identify how the Vision 

Plan and City’s codes and plans are in alignment, or conflict, and what recommendations if any are needed to 

ensure these documents support and advance the future vision. Given our working relationship on the Grand River 

Corridor plan and LSL’s history with Farmington, they will be an asset to the process and City. All three firms have 

a long history with the City and bring unique skill sets to the process. Together, we believe we offer the City an 

experienced and highly qualified team.  

 

Collectively our goal is to create an effective Vision Plan that will set the direction for growth, development, and 

reinvestment in the community over the next 20 years. A vision that is focused on building a creative environment 

that further establishes a sense of belonging, interconnection, and sets an expectation for future development 

within the Farmington community.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

James M. Houk, ASLA, AICP 

Vice President, Planning, Design, and Development 
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architects. engineers. planners.
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architects. engineers. planners.

1. Farmington Visioning Approach
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Assumptions
The following assumptions have been made in preparing 
the proposed approach. These assumptions not only impact
the approach, but also the time line and potential cost.

Refinement: It is fully expected that the final approach will 
be a product of deliberate collaboration with the client.
This will ensure the most responsive and appropriate
services are provided. The final approach will be refined
during Phase I in the proposed approach.

Guidance: For this project it is anticipated the planning 
process will be directed by a client group or Task Force.
The Task Force refers to an appointed committee or group
of staff that will be in charge of managing the project
on behalf of the city. It is preferable this group have an
appointed chair to serve as the main point of contact during 
the planning process. The consultant team anticipates
monthly meetings with the Task Force. During periods of 
intense activity, there may be two meetings in a month.

Flexibility: With a refined approach the process will
be initiated with a clear process defined. However, the 
consultant team understands the need for some measure of 
flexibility.

Study Area: The project study area is the city limits but
will include and consider outside influences such as regional
plans and community perspectives.

Existing Information: The approach is based on utilizing 
as much available information as possible in order to
preserve resources for new investigation and facilitation of 
public meetings.

Appointed Officials: City staff and local elected and
appointed officials will be engaged at key times in the
process. The schedule indicates a minimum of one time
(excluding appointed Task Force members) the elected 
officials will be formally engaged. This does not include
final adoption.

Stakeholders: A group of local stakeholders will be
identified to help inform the development of the visioning 
process, including working closely with the consultant on
issues and opportunities in the City.

Methodology
The OHM team will organize the visioning and planning 
process in five phases:
1. Preparation;
2. Understanding the Context;
3. Conducting the Vision; 
4. Illustrating the Vision; and
5. Finalizing the Vision and Setting Up Implementation 

These five phases are described below in detail.

Phase 1: Preparing For the Vision
Preparing for the Vision addresses tasks of governance, 
awareness building, outreach, and logistics. These tasks
are accomplished through the creation of citizen-driven
action committees linked to a project Task force. The early 
involvement of the public in preparing for the vision as well 
as in conducting it engenders goodwill and makes those
involved positive ambassadors for the process. In addition,
OHM has found that local ownership of the process is key 
to obtaining ownership of the outcomes.

Task 1.1  Public Engagement Strategy
This proposal provides a framework that is a result of 
OHM’s experience in other communities and our initial
understanding of the community’s needs. This task includes
working with the Task Force to prepare a specific strategy 
for engaging the wide interests and diverse population in
the planning area.

Task 1.2  Project Kick-Off – Task force Meeting #1
The OHM team will begin the project by facilitating a 
kick-off meeting to finalize the project work plan and
project schedule.  The kick-off meeting will serve as a way 
to make sure all the participants in the planning process
understand the schedule, expectations and products that
will be prepared for each task. The consultant team will also
lead an open and transparent discussion with the Task Force
that focuses on what everyone hopes to see as the end result 
and products of the process. The planned outcome of the
discussion will be a set of project goals that the consultant
team and the Task Force will consider throughout the 
planning process. 

Part of the kick-off meeting will be devoted to the 
finalization of the community participation approach for
the Vision Plan.  This approach will identify key points in

Visioning Approach
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Visioning Approach

the planning process when the public will be provided an 
opportunity to identify issues which concern them early in
the process, and comment on various aspects of the draft
Vision Plan.  Note, community involvement is proposed
as part of this approach. However, we have found that each
community is unique and responds differently to specific
outreach efforts. As part of this task the consultant team
will work with the Task Force to verify or the refine the 
community outreach process.

Task 1.3  Elected Officials Meeting 1 
During this preparation phase—and prior to the kick-off of 
the public engagement— OHM and Task Force members
will meet with elected and appointed officials to share 
why a vision plan, the approach to the public outreach,
the project time line, and review the goals for creating the
Vision Plan for the City. 

Phase 1 Products:  
• Technical memorandum(s) summarizing the following:
• Kick-off Meeting Goals & Objectives
• Final Public Participation Strategy 
• Final Project Schedule

Phase 1 Meetings:
• Kickoff Meeting - Task Force Meeting #1
• Elected Officials Meeting 1

Note: At the completion of Phase 1, OHM and the Task 
Force will re-evaluate this Scope of Services in reference to the 
community involvement approach.  If necessary, revisions to the 
Scope of Services will be approved by the OHM team and the 
Task Force. 

Phase 2: Understanding the Context
For the planning area—City of Farmington—understand-
ing the context is a critical step to meeting the vision’s 
objective of a creating a vision that is rooted in both pos-
sibilities and realities.

2.1 Data/Information Collection 
The staff will provide OHM with all known, available 
and relevant data for the community. OHM will conduct
a work session with the client to gain insight on the value
of these resources relative to both raw data and policies/
recommendations.

2.2 Conditions and Trends 
To understand conditions and trends of the planning 
area OHM will prepare a Conditions and Trends report
structured according to three key themes:
• People (population, housing, and other socio-economic

characteristics);
• Place (land use, infrastructure, natural environment,

community appearance, etc.); and
• Prosperity (jobs, housing, and economic development

issues).
The report will draw upon existing studies, plans, and
reference materials in the community. It will contain
a narrative, graphs, charts, maps, and photographs, as
available.

Task 2.3  Task force Meeting #2
During this meeting, the consultant team will meet with
the Task Force to present the information developed 
through the previous tasks. The consultant team will then
work through a series of questions with the Task Force to
consider the vision of the community. The outcome of this 
exercise will be combined with the results of Generative
Meetings in Phase 3.

The consultant team will also work with the Task Force to
identify potential stakeholders for the Small Idea Gathering 
Meetings in Phase 3.

Phase 2 Products:
• Data / Information Assessment
• Conditions and Trends Assessment
• Task Force visioning results
• Stakeholder list

Phase 2 Meetings:
• Task Force Meeting #2

Phase 3: Conducting the Vision
OHM proposes several types of meetings to conduct
the vision and include “extensive and sustained public
involvement.” The proposed meetings are grouped into
three categories: Generative Meetings, Analytical Meetings,
and Deliberative Meetings. All proposed meetings are 
sequential and are linked with one another. Each type of 
meeting sets the stage and creates content for the next. This
section of the proposal describes the proposed meeting 
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structure and outcomes.
3.1 Generative Meetings
Generative meetings are highly interactive brainstorming 
meetings designed to obtain ideas from a broad range of 
citizens. They create a large foundation of ideas on which
all other steps of the vision are created.

3.1.2  Idea Gathering Meetings
OHM recommends a number of idea gathering meetings
to take place throughout the community in a variety of 
convenient locations. In this type of meeting, participants
are divided into small groups and guided by trained
facilitators. OHM will work with the Task Force to
design the meetings. OHM will also train facilitators.
In order to achieve a wide array of participation, OHM
recommends three different scales of idea gathering 
meetings:
• Big Idea Gathering Meetings – OHM recommends one 

to two Big Meetings targeted to different geographic
areas of the planning area. These meetings are designed
to encourage dialogue among diverse participants in a 
safe, facilitated small group format.

• Small Idea Gathering Meetings – In addition to the Big 
Meetings, OHM recommends organizing a number of 
Small Meetings conducted to engage populations that
are difficult to attract. The decision on these meetings
can be made immediately after review of the exit
questionnaires from the Big Idea Meetings.

• Community Survey - OHM will conduct a community 
survey to gain additional perspective from the public.
The survey will be a virtual version of the Big and
Small Idea Gathering Meetings. The results of the 
survey will be compiled with the results from the other 
public meetings.

All ideas gathered during the Idea Gathering Meetings will
be encoded in a database, ensuring that no idea is lost. This
database of ideas will made available on the project website.
Throughout the remainder of the process, participants
will reference this full list of ideas, as it provides a solid
foundation upon which the vision’s goals and strategies can 
be built.

3.2 Analytical Meetings
The purpose of the analytic meetings is to translate the
results of the generative meetings into goals and realistic 
strategies to implement those goals.

3.2.1 Values and Goals Meetings - Taskforce Meeting 3
OHM will meet with the Task Force to translate ideas 
from the previous phase into values and goals statements.
OHM has developed a proprietary technique to enable
the public to review the results of the categorized results 
of the generative meetings and to develop goal statements
that describe in simple terms the desired outcome in
each category. Once the goal for each topic is identified,
participants make preliminary suggestions on strategies
for implementing the goal. OHM will also work with the
Task Force to derive the essential value statements from the
desires expressed in the public input and the goals.

3.2.2 Elected Officials Meeting 2
OHM and Task Force members will meet with elected 
officials to share the recommended goals, value statements.
OHM will record feedback from the elected officials and
make any changes necessary before moving forward in the
planning process. 

3.3 Deliberative Meetings
Deliberative meetings bring results back to the public for
deliberation  and prioritization.

3.3.1 The Vision Open House
In a vision, the outcomes need to be ratified by the
community to lend final credibility to its outcomes.
To accomplish that, the vision statement, all the goals,
value statements, and strategies of the vision (up to now 
developed by small groups) need to be presented in their
entirety to the community at large. The outcomes of the
Vision Open House includes a final set of comments on 
the vision, an indication of what the community sees as
the vision priorities, and the beginning of implementation.
The Open House is often a celebratory meeting to cap the
public involvement for the vision and planning process.

Deliverables:
• Visioning Summary Memorandum
• Value Statements, Goals and Development Principles

Meetings:
• Big and Small Idea Gathering Meetings
• Task Force Meeting 3
• Elected Officials Meeting 2
• Public Open House

Visioning Approach
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Visioning Approach

Phase 4: Illustrating the Vision
Based upon the development program created in Task 3.6 
the consultant team will begin developing a series of maps
and images that communicate the vision graphically.  

Task 4.1 Vision Concepts 
The consultant team will create a series of maps, plans, and/
or illustrations and renderings using various graphic design
techniques to translate the vision into a graphic form. The
foundation of these graphics will be based on the vision and
consultant team’s knowledge of elements that are critical
to guiding the development of the city.  The development
of the graphics is intended to inform and guide and
inform future planning in the city. They will also begin to
communicate what the community aspires to be, and what
the desired image/identity is which is birthed out of the
vision.  OHM will also utilize existing graphics that have 
been prepared for the City, and amend or integrate as may 
be appropriate (e.g. 3-D model of downtown).

Phase 4 Products:
• Vision Graphics

Phase 4 Meetings:
• Meetings with the client as necessary to review graphics

Phase 5: Finalizing The Vision And 
Setting Up Implementation
At the completion of Phase 4 OHM will work with
the Task Force to finalize the vision and prepare for 
implementation.

Task 5.1  Vision Report – Taskforce Meeting #5
The consultant team will develop a final report and present
it to the Task Force. The report will include the process 
methodology, key findings from the existing conditions and
public outreach, vision components, supporting graphics,
and specific strategic recommendations to implement the
vision. It will clearly document the work effort and include
information on techniques used to reach consensus.

Task 5.2  Implementation Plan
The consultant team recommends that implementation
steps be taken immediately following the release of the
report in order to benefit from the momentum and good
will created by the vision process. The consultant team

will advise the Task Force on how to proceed, including 
an Accountability Plan/Matrix. The Accountability plan
will also prioritize implementation steps and provide 
preliminary budgets for recommended improvements.

A specific component of the implementation plan will
include an audit of the City’s existing plans and code. The
planning team will evaluate these documents to identify 
compatibility and conflict with the Vision Plan, and make 
recommendations for how to ensure the Plan is compatible
with existing plans and codes.

Task 5.3 Formalize the Vision
The Task Force will present the vision report to the elected
bodies. The consultant team envisions the city formally 
adopting the plan to give it legal standing from which to
evaluate future projects, programs and policies in the city. 
OHM will attend one final adoption meeting of the Plan.

Phase 5 Products:
• Final Vision Plan
• Accountability Plan

Phase 5 Meetings:
• Task Force Meeting #5
• Adoption Meeting

* Some interim review meetings may be conducted as 
conference calls, interim meetings scheduled as conference calls.

Additional Services

Competitive and Comparative Analysis (Added to 
Phase 3)
OHM will work with the Task Force to identify three
communities to conduct a competitive and comparative 
analysis. As the community begins to develop a vision and
identity for the city, it is important to understand what
neighboring and competing communities are offering, what
their identity is, and how they are marketing themselves. By 
examining these communities OHM will outline what their
strengths and weaknesses are, and translate this information
into key statements that will help inform the development
of the Plan.

Phone Survey (Added to Phase 3)
OHM will conduct a telephonic survey of citizens will be
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conducted that will provide city officials with strategic
insight into the attitudes and beliefs present in your
City. This insight will provide a backdrop for the vision 
planning process by quantifying perceptions of government
performance, public service expectations and the citizens’ 
priority issues. It will also help identify areas where leaders
can communicate more effectively to position the city for
the future and address citizen concerns.

Task 3.4 Outside Looking In (Added to Phase 3)
OHM will develop and conduct a telephonic survey coined
“Outside Looking In” of citizens, in the surrounding 
communities surrounding which will provide the taskforce 
and city officials with strategic insight into the attitudes
and beliefs about the community from its neighbors.
The purpose of this exercise is to understand what the 
outside perspectives (non-residents and businesses) are of 
the community. This exercise is valuable as often times 
internal perspectives are static, and often do not reveal
the real strengths and weaknesses of a community. By 
conducting this exercise we will identify what the strengths
and weaknesses are from those on the “outside”. Using 
the results of this exercise the goal will be to build on
community strengths and address weakness through the
creation of the vision.

Focus Areas Plans (Added to Phase 4)
The purpose of this task is to dig down and apply the
vision/development program to specific focus areas in
the city. These areas will be rendered or modeled using 
computer graphics to illustrate how an area could be
redeveloped under the new vision. The results of this 
task will show how the vision translates to the built
environment, and will serve as a powerful marketing tool to 
communicate the vision and development potential to the
private sector.

Visioning Approach
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architects. engineers. planners.

2. Schedule
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Month 
1

Month 
2

Month 
3

Month 
4

Month 
5

Month 
6

1  Preparation

1.1  Public Engagement Strategy

1.2  Project Kick-Off – Task force Meeting #1

1.3  Elected Offi cials Meeting 1 

2  Understanding the Context

2.1  Data/Information Collection

2.2  Conditions and Trends

2.3  Task force Meeting #2

3  Conducting the Vision

3.1  Generative Meetings

  3.1.2  Idea Gathering Meetings

2.2  Analytical Meetings

 3.2.1 Values and Goals - Taskforce Meeting 3

 3.2.2 Elected Offi cials Meeting 2

3.3  Deliberative Meetings

 3.3.1 The Vision Open House

4  Illustrating the Vision 

4.1  Vision Concepts

5  Finalizing the Vision and Setting Up Implementation

5.1  Vision Report – Taskforce Meeting #5

5.2  Implementation Plan

5.3  Formalize the Vision

Task Force 

Elected Officials

Public Meeting

Project Schedule
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architects. engineers. planners.

3. Fee for Service 
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Phase Fee

1  Preparation $2,500

2  Understanding the Context 3,500

3  Conducting the Vision 10,000

4  Illustrating the Vision $5,000

5  Finalizing the Vision and Setting Up 
Implementation

$8,500

Total $29,500

Fee For Service
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Updated: 12/14/2012 12:26 PM by Cheryl Poole Page 1

Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
December 17, 2012

Reference
Number

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  Consideration to Introduce Ordinance C-768-2012 Amending Chapter 5 
of the City Code Regarding the Definition of Livestock

Requested Action:  
Move to introduce Ordinance C-768-2012 amending Chapter 5 of the City Code 
regarding the definition of livestock

Background:  
As a result of amending the zoning code to allow for the keeping of horses, it is 
necessary to amend Chapter 5 of the City Code regarding the definition of livestock.  
Horses and ponies are currently defined as livestock which is prohibited in the City.  
This change is necessary in order to maintain consistence with the zoning code which 
allows for horses and ponies under certain circumstances, and Chapter 5 of the code 
dealing animals and the prohibition of livestock.  

Attached is a clean and red-lined version of the ordinance.  If introduced, the ordinance 
would be presented at the January 22 meeting for adoption

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending

8.A
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RESOLUTION NO. (ID # 1128)
STATE OF MICHIGAN

COUNTY OF OAKLAND

CITY OF FARMINGTON

ORDINANCE NO. C-768-2012

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 5, ANIMALS, OF THE 
CITY OF FARMINGTON CODE OF ORDINANCES, IN 
ORDER TO REVISE THE DEFINITION OF LIVESTOCK 
TO REMOVE REFERENCE TO HORSES AND PONIES

THE CITY OF FARMINGTON ORDAINS:

Section 1. Article III, Domesticated Animals, of Chapter 5 Animals, Section 5-120, 
Definitions, is hereby amended to remove the references to horses and ponies:

ARTICLE III.  DOMESTICATED ANIMALS

Sec. 5-120.  Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

 “Livestock:” Any domestic species of animal that is kept and raised for use as food or in the 
production of food, or in the operation of a farm, and is not (a) an exotic or vicious animal as 
defined in Section 32-252 of the Zoning Ordinance, or (b)  a domesticated animal/pet as defined 
in Section 35-252 of the Zoning Ordinance, such as a dog, cat, or similar animal.  Livestock shall 
include, but is not limited to, mules, donkeys, cattle, sheep, goats, buffaloes, swine, chickens, 
ducks, geese and turkeys.

Section 2 of Ordinance. Repealer.

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are repealed only to 
the extent necessary to give this ordinance full force and effect.

Section 3 of Ordinance. Severability.

Should any section, subdivision, clause, or phrase of this ordinance be declared by the 
courts to be invalid, the validity of the ordinance as a whole, or in part, shall not be affected other 
than the part invalidated.

Section 4 of Ordinance. Savings.

8.A
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All proceedings pending and all rights and liabilities existing, acquired or incurred at the 
time this ordinance takes effect are saved and may be consummated according to the law in force 
when they were commenced.

Section 5 of Ordinance. Effective Date.

The provisions of this Ordinance are ordered to take effect following publication in the 
manner prescribed by the Charter of the City of Farmington.

Section 6 of Ordinance. Adoption.

This ordinance is hereby declared to have been adopted by the Farmington City Council 
in a meeting thereof duly held and called on the ___ day of __________, 2012, in order to be 
given publication in the manner prescribed by the Charter of the City of Farmington.

Moved by ____________________ and supported by _____________________.

AYES:
NAYS:
ABSTENTIONS:
ABSENT:

Ordained this ____ day of _____________, 2012, by the City Council of the City of 
Farmington.

__________________________________
TOM BUCK, Mayor

___________________________________
SUSAN K. HALBERSTADT, City Clerk
City of Farmington

STATE OF MICHIGAN )
)SS.

COUNTY OF OAKLAND )

I, the undersigned, the qualified and acting City Clerk of the City of Farmington, Oakland 
County, Michigan, do certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of the ordinance 
adopted by the City Council of the City of Farmington at a meeting held on the _____ day of 
_____________, 2012, the original of which is on file in my office.

___________________________________
SUSAN K. HALBERSTADT, City Clerk
City of Farmington

Introduced:

8.A
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Adopted:
Effective:
Published:
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STATE OF MICHIGAN

COUNTY OF OAKLAND

CITY OF FARMINGTON

ORDINANCE NO. C-768-2012

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 5, ANIMALS, OF 
THE CITY OF FARMINGTON CODE OF ORDINANCES, 
IN ORDER TO REVISE THE DEFINITION OF 
LIVESTOCK TO REMOVE REFERENCE TO HORSES 
AND PONIES

THE CITY OF FARMINGTON ORDAINS:

Section 1. Article III, Domesticated Animals, of Chapter 5 Animals, Section 5-120, 
Definitions, is hereby amended to remove the references to horses and ponies:

ARTICLE III.  DOMESTICATED ANIMALS

Sec. 5-120.  Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

 “Livestock:” Any domestic species of animal that is kept and raised for use as food or in the 
production of food, or in the operation of a farm, and is not (a) an exotic or vicious animal as 
defined in Section 32-252 of the Zoning Ordinance, or (b)  a domesticated animal/pet as defined 
in Section 35-252 of the Zoning Ordinance, such as a dog, cat, or similar animal.  Livestock shall 
include, but is not limited to, horses, ponies, mules, donkeys, cattle, sheep, goats, buffaloes, 
swine, chickens, ducks, geese and turkeys.

Section 2 of Ordinance. Repealer.

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are repealed only to 
the extent necessary to give this ordinance full force and effect.

Section 3 of Ordinance. Severability.

Should any section, subdivision, clause, or phrase of this ordinance be declared by the 
courts to be invalid, the validity of the ordinance as a whole, or in part, shall not be affected other 
than the part invalidated.

8.A.a
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Section 4 of Ordinance. Savings.

All proceedings pending and all rights and liabilities existing, acquired or incurred at the 
time this ordinance takes effect are saved and may be consummated according to the law in force 
when they were commenced.

Section 5 of Ordinance. Effective Date.

The provisions of this Ordinance are ordered to take effect following publication in the 
manner prescribed by the Charter of the City of Farmington.

Section 6 of Ordinance. Adoption.

This ordinance is hereby declared to have been adopted by the Farmington City Council 
in a meeting thereof duly held and called on the ___ day of __________, 2012, in order to be 
given publication in the manner prescribed by the Charter of the City of Farmington.

Moved by ____________________ and supported by _____________________.

AYES:
NAYS:
ABSTENTIONS:
ABSENT:

Ordained this ____ day of _____________, 2012, by the City Council of the City of 
Farmington.

__________________________________
TOM BUCK, Mayor

___________________________________
SUSAN K. HALBERSTADT, City Clerk
City of Farmington

STATE OF MICHIGAN )
)SS.

COUNTY OF OAKLAND )

I, the undersigned, the qualified and acting City Clerk of the City of Farmington, Oakland 
County, Michigan, do certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of the ordinance 
adopted by the City Council of the City of Farmington at a meeting held on the _____ day of 
_____________, 2012, the original of which is on file in my office.

___________________________________
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SUSAN K. HALBERSTADT, City Clerk
City of Farmington

Introduced:
Adopted:
Effective:
Published:

3
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Updated: 12/14/2012 12:12 PM by Cheryl Poole Page 1

Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
December 17, 2012

Reference
Number

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  Consideration to Accept EVIP Grant for Information Technology  Services 
with the City of Farmington Hills

Requested Action:  
Move to adopt resolution to accept EVIP grant with the City of Farmington Hills to 
consolidate information systems.

Background:  
This past July, the City of Farmington and Farmington Hills submitted an EVIP grant to 
the Michigan Department of Treasury that would allow Farmington to consolidate 
information technology services with the City of Farmington Hills.  The Michigan 
Department of Treasury has approved the grant.  The total project cost is $200,000 with 
Farmington contributing up to $70,000 for hardware replacement.  These funds have 
been set aside for two years to replace almost all of the work stations and network 
hardware.  This will be our contribution to the project.  City Administration is requesting 
City Council to approve the attached resolution accepting the EVIP grant and general 
outline for the five-year service agreement.  The cities must accept the grant before 
December 28.

Farmington has contracted its information technology services with an individual for the 
past 18 years.  He has served the City well over the years but it is not his primary 
business.  Given the complexity and security of today’s information systems, greater 
and more immediate support is required.   Farmington employees will receive the same 
tech support received by Farmington Hills staff.  The collaboration will provide 
Farmington with a more robust e-mail system (Outlook) and stronger network with 
secured off-site data storage.  Furthermore, the collaboration with Farmington Hills 
makes sense since they are already involved with many of the same state and county 
agencies: CLEMIS and LEIN for Public Safety, Oakland County Treasurer and 
Equalization for property tax collection, assessment data, and property records, and 
Oakland County Clerk and Michigan Secretary of State for election files.    

The grant will cover expenditures to allow the consolidation of these services.  This 
would include:

· communication and data links from Farmington City Hall and the Public Works 
Office to the Farmington Hills system;

· expand Farmington Hills off-site data storage to include Farmington; 
· installation and programming of Farmington hardware to be compatible with the 

Farmington Hills system;
· software to allow Farmington Hills IT to trouble shoot problems remotely; 
· training for Farmington staff with new system 

8.B
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· Farmington Hills staff will administer the system conversion.  The project will 
likely include outside contractors performing the installation and programming 
work.

Other Considerations - This project has been discussed for a couple of years and was 
identified by both cities by resolution last December as a project for future collaboration.  
In addition, it has been part of the on-going dialogue with the Joint Task Force involving 
the Farmington Public Schools, City of Farmington Hills, and City of Farmington. 

Financial Impact

1. The general outline for the service agreement identifies $35,000 for the first year 
and an additional $10,000 for the geographic information system (GIS) to be 
added later.  Both of these costs are built into the Fiscal Year 2012-13 Budget.

2. The $70,000 mentioned for desk top and network systems was in the prior year 
budget.  It will be necessary to amend the Fiscal Year 2012-13 Budget and carry 
forward this capital expenditure.  

3. In the past few months, there has been some discussion of soliciting an outside 
proposal regarding this service.  Unfortunately, I was not able to secure one in a 
timely manner.  However, I am comfortable that in the realm of larger well run 
cities such as: Farmington Hills, Novi, and Livonia, we are receiving value for this 
collaboration.   I reviewed the budgets for the above referenced cities for their 
information system operating budgets; I excluded capital because this can 
fluctuate from year-to-year.  As you will see Farmington will be spending less per 
capita for essentially the same basic services.

                                                   Budget                      Population                  Per Capita 
Cost

Farmington                         $  60,000                      10,372                           $  5.78
Farmington Hills                 $600,000 (approx)        79,740                           $  7.52
Livonia                                $789,178                      96,942                           $  8.14
Novi                                    $675,180                      55,224                           $12.23

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending

8.B
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RESOLUTION NO. (ID # 1132)
A RESOLUTION OF THE FARMINGTON CITY COUNCIL ACCEPTING AN EVIP 
GRANT WITH THE MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF TREASURY TO CONSOLIDATE 
INFORMATION SYSTEM SERVICES WITH THE CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS.

WHEREAS, the cities of Farmington and Farmington Hills submitted a grant application 
with the Michigan Department of Treasury thru the EVIP program to 
provide financial assistance to consolidate information technology 
systems; and

WHEREAS, the grant application has been approved by the Michigan Department of 
Treasury for the project with Farmington contributing up to $70,000; and

WHEREAS, the City of Farmington Hills will be responsible for all facets of 
administering the grant and project implementation; and

WHEREAS, the information technology system consolidation has been discussed for 
the past two years and was identified by both cities by resolution in 
December 2011 as a project for future collaboration; and

WHEREAS, the project has also been part of the on-going dialogue with the Joint Task 
Force involving the Farmington Public Schools, City of Farmington Hills, 
and City of Farmington; and

WHEREAS, an outline regarding an interlocal agreement has been prepared that will 
need to be formalized and adopted by the two city councils at a later date; 
and

WHEREAS, it will be necessary to approve a budget amendment in the amount of 
$70,000 in the General Fund which would carry forward unspent 
appropriations from the previous fiscal year for computer hardware and 
software upgrades.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Farmington City Council hereby 
accepts participation in the Michigan Department of Treasury EVIP Grant 
for consolidation of information technology system services with the City of 
Farmington Hills.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Attorney is directed to prepare an interlocal 
agreement for the information technology services based on the attached 
outline.

BE IT FURTHERE RESOLVED that Budget Amendment No.  2 is hereby approved 
appropriating $70,000 from fund balance to the grant and project 
implementation.

8.B
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Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
December 17, 2012

Reference
Number

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  Consideration to Advance Funds to the Downtown Development 
Authority to Purchase Property

Requested Action:  
Move to adopt resolution advancing the Downtown Development Authority up to 
$100,000 toward the purchase of the property in Downtown Farmington

Background:  
The Farmington Downtown Development Authority Board of Directors authorized their 
Executive Director to enter into a purchase agreement with Farmington Development 
Group, LLC for the remaining undeveloped land with the Orchard Condominiums.   The 
intent of the DDA is to acquire the property and solicit proposals from developers to 
provide additional housing in Downtown Farmington and expand the tax base.  The 
resolution is to provide the advance through June 30, 2013 which may be extended by 
the DDA for an additional six months if the property has not been sold.  Given the low 
rate of investment earnings in the short-term market, City Administration is 
recommending a 2% interest rate.

City Attorney Tom Schultz is working with DDA Executive Director Annette Knowles 
regarding the terms of the purchase agreement and necessary due diligence.  Once 
acquired, Ms. Knowles and Economic and Community Development Director Kevin 
Christiansen will develop a request for proposals and make contacts with developers 
regarding this opportunity.

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending

8.C
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RESOLUTION NO. (ID # 1133)
A RESOLUTION OF THE FARMINGTON CITY COUNCIL PROVIDING THE 
FARMINGTON DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY A $100,000 CASH 
ADVANCE TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF LAND.

WHEREAS, the Farmington Downtown Development Authority (DDA) has authorized 
their executive director to enter into a purchase agreement with the 
Farmington Development Group, LLC to acquire the remaining 
undeveloped portion of land associated with the Orchard Condominiums; 
and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the DDA to acquire the property and then solicit proposals 
from developers to construct additional housing on the remaining parcel of 
land; and

WHEREAS, the proposed is deemed appropriate by the City and DDA because the 
goal will be to provide additional residents in the Downtown area to 
support local business and to expand the tax base; and 

WHEREAS, the Farmington DDA does not have sufficient undesignated cash reserves 
to make the acquisition at this time; and

WHEREAS, City Administration is recommending that the City Council provide an 
advance to the DDA in an amount not to exceed $100,000 toward this 
acquisition; and 

WHEREAS, City Administration’s recommendation is based on the likelihood that the 
DDA will be able to secure a purchaser with an improved development 
plan within six months or incorporate the purchase as part of a long-term 
debt obligation to be issued in the spring of 2013; and

WHEREAS, City Administration is recommending an interest rate charge of 2% given 
that current short-term investment earnings rates are extremely low.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Farmington City Council hereby 
authorizes $100,000 to be advanced to the Farmington DDA toward the 
purchase of the undeveloped Orchards Condominium property.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the advance is provided through June 30, 2013 
which may be extended by the DDA for an additional six months if the 
property has not been sold.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the DDA shall pay an annual interest rate of 2% 
commencing the date of the cash advance until it has been repaid.

8.C

Packet Pg. 88



Updated: 12/14/2012 11:01 AM by Cheryl Poole Page 1

Farmington City Council
Staff Report

Council Meeting Date: 
December 17, 2012

Reference
Number

(ID # 1134)

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager

Description:  Board and Committee Appointments

Requested Action:  
Appointments on the various Boards and Committees

Background:  
The Planning Commission and the Corridor Improvement Authority each have a vacancy as a result 
of resignations.  City administration received applications from individuals interested in serving on 
each of the commissions. 

Patrick Thomas is interested in serving on the Corridor Improvement Authority (CIA).  Mr. Thomas 
would complete a one year term as a resident representative on the CIA replacing Kim Everett 
Thompson.  

Steve Schneemann is interested in serving on the Planning Commission.  Mr. Schneeman will 
complete the term served by Kevin Christiansen who is now the Economic & Community 
Development Director for the city.  

If City council has no objections, administration recommends appointment of these individuals to the  
respective Commission/Board and terms as indicated: 

Corridor Improvement Authority
Patrick Thomas            12/18/2012 - 3/31/2013

Planning Commission_____________________  
Steve Schneemann      12/18/2012 - 6/30/2015

Agenda Review
Review:
Vincent Pastue Pending
City Manager Pending
City Council Pending
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