
 Special City Council Meeting 

6:00 PM, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2014 

Maxfield Education Center 

32789 Ten Mile Rd 

Farmington, MI  48336 

 

 

SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA 
 

City of Farmington Page 1 Updated 9/12/2014 2:48 PM  

1. ROLL CALL 

 Roll Call 

2. APPROVAL OF  AGENDA 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

4. REVIEW OF MASTER SEWER CONTRACT WITH DWSD 

A.  Review of Detroit Water and Sewer Department (DWSD) Master Sewer 

Contract 

5. CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER UPDATE 

A.  City Council Chamber Update 

6. OTHER BUSINESS 

7. COUNCIL COMMENT 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
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Farmington City Council 
Staff Report 
 

 
Council Meeting Date:  
September 15, 2014 

 
Reference 
Number 

(ID # 1673) 

 
 

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager 
 

Description:  Review of Detroit Water and Sewer Department (DWSD) Master Sewer Contract 
 

Requested Action:   
 

Background:   
Over the last year, City Administration and the City Attorney’s office have met with representatives of 
Detroit Water and Sewer Department (DWSD) regarding a new master sewer contract.  The initial 
contract with the City of Farmington was signed in the 1950’s with a few subsequent amendments.  
DWSD has been meeting with all of its suburban tier-one customers to negotiate a uniform contract 
which is attached.   
 

The heart of the agreement is contained in the first twelve pages.  The agreement is for 30 years with 
the option for another ten year renewal.  Much of the document deals with the recently restructured 
sewer rate process that took effect July 1, 2014 which City Administration supports because it 
eliminated year-to-year volatility in the sewer treatment expenses.  Other aspects of the contract deal 
with general system operations, dispute resolution process, assignment of the contract, and 
notification.    
 

The bulk of our negotiations dealt with Farmington’s connection to the DWSD system at Eight Mile 
Road and Berg Road which is depicted with Exhibit A.  We are satisfied with the system identified in 
this exhibit.  However, it is likely that we may present a contract amendment within a few months 
whereby DWSD will assume responsibility for the sewer interceptor at a point approximately 800’ 
northwest of the current connection.  This is good for Farmington because it means less sewer main 
to be maintained and less liable in the future.  The amendment would only impact Exhibit A dealing 
with the connection point. 
 

The intent was to have this on the September 15 regular agenda for approval.  City Administration 
supports the contract as presented.  However, in light of the recent news regarding a Great Lakes 
Regional Water Authority, I am asking that we delay approval of the sewer contract until we better 
understand the new authority.  If City Council wishes to pursue approval at the September 15 
meeting, City Administration would not object.   

 

Agenda Review 
Review: 
Vincent Pastue Pending  
City Manager Pending  
City Council Pending  
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Farmington City Council 
Staff Report 
 

 
Council Meeting Date:  
September 15, 2014 

 
Reference 
Number 

(ID # 1674) 

 
 

Submitted by:  Vincent Pastue, City Manager 
 

Description:  City Council Chamber Update 
 

Requested Action:   
 

Background:   
The purpose of this agenda item is to provide City Council with an update regarding the Council 
Chamber renovation.  The Council initially authorized up to $100,000 toward the project from 
earmarked PEG fees.  There has been some additional costs associated with the dais, handicap 
ramp, and renovation of the Economic and Community Development Director’s office.  I would 
recommend that the project budget be increased to $120,000 based on some of the changes.  There 
is still ample PEG revenues that can be dedicated for this project.  Just in case anyone asks, we are 
not using any tax dollars toward this project.  We are targeting to return to the Council Chambers for 
the October 20 meeting. 
 

Clerk Sue Halberstadt, Treasurer Chris Weber, and council members Steve Schneemann and 
JoAnne McShane will discuss the project with the remaining council members. 

 

Agenda Review 
Review: 
Vincent Pastue Pending  
City Manager Pending  
City Council Pending  
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